Top 5 Myths

about Volunteering at Church

By Cory Busse

Think of a ministry at your church. One you really value or appreciate. Perhaps it’s the parish festival. Or the funeral
luncheons. Are you thinking of one? Good. Now name all the people who volunteer to make that ministry happen.
If your own name didn't appear on that list, think about the reasons why (and say five Hail Mary’s while you're at it).

MYTH #1: “PM NOT GOOD AT ANYTHING.”
When we think of volunteering at church, we often think of the “showy” ministries like singing in the
choir or reading at Mass. But it doesn'’t take a Julliard graduate to be an extraordinary minister of holy
Communion, and there are plenty of people who are really good at being married Catholics who never .
think to volunteer for the local marriage preparation program. If reality television has taught us any- |
thing, it's that America’s got talent. Take the basket off your light, and let it shine.

MYTH #2: “THEY DON'T NEED MY HELP.”

If your faith community is anything like mine, an amazingly efficient staff plus a handful of dedi-
~ cated volunteers are its greatest asset, and its greatest threat. The problem with parishes where
NOT ‘everything seems handled is that everything seems, well, handled. New volunteers don’t come

—— - forward because it seems as though they’re not needed — and sometimes it’s hard to feel wel-
come. But slowly, quietly, staff turns over and volunteers burn out. Do yourself (and your fellow
| parishioners) a favor and get involved even when it seems like they could do it without you.

MYTH #3: “| DON'T HAVE TIME.”

Saying we don't have time to do something simply means that it’s not important to us. And there are
lots of people who make time to teach youth faith-formation classes every Wednesday from September
through May. Even if there aren't enough hours in the day, there is time to cook a meal for Families
Moving Forward or your local shelter. There’s time to be one of the first familiar faces new parishioners
look for at Mass. It's your faith community; make it important to you.

i MYTH #4: “| GAVE AT THE COLLECTION PLATE.”

¢ Don't get me wrong, your church is exceedingly grateful for your financial offerings — especially

in economic times like these. But our churches aren't built on money, they're built on people.

f The three Ts, as the saying goes, are time, talent and treasure. Putting an envelope in the col-

¥/ lection on Sunday is a good start, but if money were all anyone gave, we'd gather each week in

gV// beautiful buildings with a roomful of strangers. We need to warm up those other two Ts and get
77" our hands dirty.

MYTH #5: “I'M TOO [INSERT EXCUSE HERE] TO VOLUNTEER.”

When the bulletin on Sunday reads, “Volunteers Needed,” that means us. When the announcements from the pul-
pit include a call for help, that's us, too. Volunteers aren’t expected to be perfect. There’s no require- e
ment to be the strongest, the smartest, the best looking, the most holy, or the most “worthy” (what- S '
ever that means). As Jesus said when He called His disciples, “I did not come to call the righ- >
teous but sinners” (Mt 9:13). That's us. And if that were qualification enough to be an apostle, / .

it's probably more than enough to serve coffee and donuts on Sunday mornings. { ‘ o

PLEASE SEE REVERSE SIDE.
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How willl yow make a commitment to- share
your time and tadenty to-buidd up owr parish?

We are asking every parishioner to search their hearts and donate just a small amount
of time to the care of our parish. “Many hands make light work”—Even 2-3 hours each year
would be helpful. Every person has God-given talents, PLEASE share them with your parish
family and make a small commitment! Please check off any ways that you could be of
assistance. Place in collection basket. Thank you and God Bless You!

Volunteers needed in the following areas:

[ Buildings — Assist with upkeep of our church and hall —i.e. small repairs, painting, clean-
up of facilities. My talent is

[} Setting up/taking down tables, walls and chairs for parish events.

[J Grounds — Preparing grounds in the Spring, planting flowers, weeding
[J Decorating the Church for Christmas or Easter

U Lector

[J Eucharistic Minister

Ll Altar Server

[1 Usher

[l Funeral Breakfasts

[1 Assist with refreshments for Adult Faith Formation Sessions. (Sunday mornings or
evenings-once a month}

L1 Aduit facilitators for Adult Faith Formation Sessions.

L1 Teacher Aide {Sunday morning or Sunday evening)

L] Family Liturgy Committee

[} Assist with class activities or projects (Sunday morning or Sunday evening)
[1 Transportation to Field Trips

[0 other:

Name Phone No.




